
 
 
 
  

 
DEVELOPMENT CONTROL PANEL 
Tree Preservation Order 
Sub-Group 
 

27th July 2005 

 

OBJECTION TO TREE PRESERVATION ORDER 
L/TPO/157 
Mole Barn 

Molesworth 
PE28 0QF 

 
 

 
1. Purpose of Report 
 
1.1 To consider an objection to the Tree Preservation Order and determine if the order 

should be confirmed or confirmed subject to modifications. 
 
2. Description 
 
2.1 The protected tree is a willow in the front garden of a grade 2 listed dwelling within 

the Molesworth Conservation Area. 
 

3. Reason for TPO 
 
3.1 Under Section 211 of the Town & Country Planning Act 1990 anyone proposing to 

cut down or carry out work on a tree within a conservation area is required to give 
the Local Planning Authority  six weeks prior notice (a “Section 211 Notice”). The 
purpose of this requirement is to give the Local Planning Authority  an opportunity to 
consider whether a Tree Preservation Order should be made in respect of the tree. 

 
3.2 In December 2004 a Section 211 Notice was received from the owner of the 

property, giving notice of the intention to fell the willow. Fears regarding possible 
damage to the property and drains are given as the reason for felling the tree. 

 
3.3 It is considered that this tree makes a significant contribution to the visual amenity of 

the area. Policy EN19 of the Huntingdonshire Local Plan states that: 
 

“The district council will make tree preservation orders where it considers that trees 
which contribute to the local amenity and/or the landscape are at risk.”  
 
Tree Preservation Order L/TPO/157 was made on the 12th January 2005 to ensure 
the retention of the tree. 
 

3.4 In making a Tree Preservation Order, your officers have regard for the advice 
contained in the DETR publication “Tree Preservation Orders, a guide to the law 
and good practice”. Paragraph 3.3 of this guide says that Local Planning Authorities 
should develop ways of assessing amenity value, in order to justify making Tree 
Preservation Orders. Huntingdonshire District Council has an Amenity Evaluation 



Checklist (appended) that provides a systematic approach of determining whether 
or not a Tree Preservation Order should be made to protect a tree or trees. This 
Checklist was completed on 20th December 2004, following a site visit on 16 
December 2004. 

  
4. Outline of objection 
 
4.1 An objection to the Tree Preservation Order was received from the owners on 4th 

February 2005. The owner considers that the tree represents a serious threat to his 
and his neighbour’s property. 

 
5. Response to objection 
 
5.1 No evidence such as a structural engineers survey was submitted as evidence to 

support the objection. 
 
5.2 The confirming of a Tree Preservation Order does not prevent an application for 

works to the tree, or its removal being made in the future, provided that there is 
acceptable evidence to support this (at this time there is none). Any application for 
work to the tree will take into account any evidence of damage to properties. The 
existence of a confirmed Tree Preservation Order will permit the authority to enforce 
the replanting of a replacement tree, if any evidence to support its felling is made. 

 
6. Conclusion 

 
6.1 Your officers consider that the objection received is not sufficient to outweigh the 

contribution the tree makes to the amenity of the area and accordingly recommend 
that the Tree Preservation Order be confirmed without modification. 

 
6.2 In view of the lack of evidence to support this objection it is appropriate to confirm 

the Tree Preservation Order at this time. This will ensure the retention of the tree or, 
if it is shown in a subsequent structural engineers report that the tree has 
contributed to damage to the dwelling, the planting of a replacement.  

 
7. Recommendation 
 
7.1 That the Tree Preservation Order Sub Group confirms Tree Preservation Order 

L/TPO/157 protecting the willow. 
 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
 
Tree Preservation Order file No 693 
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